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SINGLE USE BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM AND EXPANDED
POLYSTYRENE FOOD PACKAGING CONTAINERS - QUARTERLY PROGRESS
REPORT NO.1

On January 22, 2008, your Board adopted the County of Los Angeles' Single Use Bag
Reduction and Recycling Program and instructed the Chief Executive Offcer, in
partnership with the Directors of Public Works, Internal Services, Public Health, and the
Sanitation Districts, and key stakeholders, including large supermarkets and retail
stores, the plastic bag industry, environmental organizations, and recyclers, to

implement the Program by July 1, 2008. The Board further directed staff to provide
quarterly progress reports to the Board and interested stakeholders.

In addition, on May 22, 2007, your Board instructed: 1) the Director of Public Works. in
consultation with the Director of Internal Services and County Counsel, to investigate
the impact of prohibiting the purchase and use of expanded polystyrene food packaging
containers at ali County facilities, County offices, County-managed concessions,
County-permitted events, and County-sponsored events; 2) the Director of Public
Works, in consultation with County Counsel, to investigate the feasibilty of prohibiting
the use of expanded polystyrene food containers at all food service establishments and
retail stores in the CountY unincorporated areas, inclÜding recommended changes to
the County Code; and 3) the Director of Public Works to enhance the educational and
public outreach campaigns to encourage Los Angeles County residents, public
agencies, school districts. and cities to utiize environmentally-friendly alternatives to
expanded polystyrene.

"To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Canng SeNice"
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Since the public policy issues are similar, the Working Group for plastic bags has also
assumed the responsibility of investigating the prohibition of expanded polystyrene
(EPS - commonly known as Styrofoam TM) food packaging containers. Accordingly,
quarterly status updates on our efforts to address plastic carryout bags and EPS food
packaging containers have been combined to streamline communications.

Plastic Carrvout Baas

The Working Group met on March 19, 2008 and April 16, 2008 to work on the various
elements of the County of Los Angeles' Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling

Program (Program) including:

It Store related efforts including a list of stores subject to the County's Program, a plan
for integrating convenience stores and other appropriate franchise stores, and a
methodology for monitoring, tracking, and evaluating stores progress in attaining the
Board's policy goals.

· "Additional program components including outreach to cities, public education, and
store recognition programs.

· County ordinances to enforce benchmarks and require an environmental awareness
message on plastic carryout bags

· State legislation that would enable the implementation of fees on plastic carryout

bags; allocate fee revenues to local governments for litter prevention and source
reduction efforts; establish Statewide benchmarks to reduce the consumption of
plastic carryout bags and increase at-store recycling of plastic carryout bags; and
include an environmental awareness message on plastic carryout bags.

· Lawsuit challenging the City of Oakland's ban on plastic carryout bags.

The status of these Program elements and other current issues that affect the Program
implementation efforts is summarized in the attachment.

EPS Food Packaaina Containers

A draft report that examines the feasibility of banning EPS food packaging containers at
County operations has been reviewed by County departments/agencies and is currently
being reviewed by stakeholders. We anticipate forwarding the final report to your Board
for consideration, including a recommended action for Board approval, in June 2008.
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The draft report recommends prohibiting the purchase and use of EPS food packaging
containers at all County operations effective July 1, 2008. Additional recommendations
provide County departments/agencies with the following tiered approach for replacing
EPS when purchasing food packaging products: (1) maximize the use of
reusable/durable goods, and (2) implement the following alternatives in order of priority:
biodegradable and paper alternatives, recyclable alternatives, and other non-EPS
alternatives. The recommendations include the abilty for County departments/agencies
to seek waivers to the prohibition in instances where public health and safety is a
concern or there are no suitable alternatives; waiver requests would be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis.

The Working Group continues to explore opportunities to enhance public education and
outreach on alternatives to expanded polystyrene. Public Works has modified its
education and outreach campaigns to encourage the use of environmentally friendly
alternative to EPS.

If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact me, or your staff
may contact Burt Kumagawa of this Office at (213) 893-9742, or via e-mail at
pkumaqawatêceo.lacountv.qov.

WTF:LS
DSP:8K:os

Attachment (1)

c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

County Counsel
Acting Director of Internal Services
Acting Director of Public Works
Director and Health Officer of Public Health
Treasurer and Tax Collector
Sa,nitation Districts of Los Angeles County "

K\CMS\CHRON 2008 (WORD)\Single Use ilag Reduction & Recycling Program_Qrtrly Progress Rprt #1_Ea Supv.doc
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